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1.

I was born on the 8th of August 1897 at Chefoo (China) and baptised there
at the English (Anglican) Church. !tom 1908 to 1916 I attended the grammar
school of the Swiss Reformed Church in St. Petorsburgb in Russia.

Trom 1916 until 1921 I attended the Petersburgh University and studied the
following subjects: the Mongolian language, Manchu, Tibetan, the Turkic lang-
uages, the Buddhist philosophy, the history of Central Asia, Ethnolocy, the
Slavonic philologY, and the comparative grammar of the Indo-European languages.

In 1934 I was granted the doctor degree.

2.

In 1921 I was appointed assistant lecturer at the Geographical Institute
in Leningrad.

1922: Lecturer to the Institute of the Living Oriental languages in Le-
ningrad and scientific collaborator to the Asiatic Museum of the Academy of
Sciences.

1928: Professor to the Leningrad University.

19311 Chairman of the Department of Central Asia of the Institute of Orien-
tal studies of the Academy of Sciences of USSR.

3.

In 1930 I was elected member of the Societ: Finno-Ougrienne (31n/and).

In 1932 I was elected corresponding member of the Academy of Sciences of
USSR.

Resides, I am a member of the "Mei Csoma SOciety (Budapest), of the
Deutsch Morgehlindische Gesellschaft, of the Mongolian Scientific Committee
(Ulan Bator, Mongolia), of the learned Society of Azerbaijan (Baku, Russia),
of the Littera= Societas Esthonica (Tallinn, Estbonia) a.o.

4.

I made several scientific expeditions:

In 1926:- in Mongolia.
In 1927 - in Mongolia and Manchuria.
In 1928 - in Eastern Siberia.
In 1929 - in Russian Central Asia, Sinkiang, and Mongolia.
In 1930 - in Eastern Siberia.
In 1931 - in Eastern Siberia.
In 1932 - in Eastern Siberia.
In 1933, 34, 35, 38, 39 trips to the Northern Caucasus.
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In 1936 - in East Siberia.
In 1940 (May-July) and 1941 (March-MaY) in Rast Siberia.

5.

I possess the scientific and practical knowledre of Russian and Mongolian.
Only theoretical knowledge (not speaking) of Turkish, Tibetan, Manchu. Only
practical Imowledge Toglish (fair), French (good), and German (excellent).

6.

I published, more than 160 books and items on various subjects. A complete
list can be sent later.

7.

In this paragraph the happenings during the last years will be explained.

In July 1941 I was sent by the Academy of Sciences to Xlista, Nalmuk Re-
public, because it was evident Leningrad soon would be besieged.

From August 1941 till July 1, 1942 I lame& there on Russian and Ulan*
at the Ilista Institute and worked as the editor of the newspaper fLeninski
Putyw (Leninist Way). There I published several anti-Risi pamphlets. I was
anxious to leave Meta as that town was not safe and could be seised by the
Germans. Besides, I was anxious to join the Academy of Sciences partly evacua-
ted to Tashkent. I left llista in the first days of July 1942 and travelled
through the Caucasus to the Caspian Sea in order to cross the latter by steamer.
As the disorder on the railways was tremendous I was compelled to stop at the
town of Klkoyan Shaer. In the end of August 1942 all those localitites were
taken by the Germans. At first I had troLbles with the Germans who suspected
me of being a Jew but I had my baptismal certificat e, and as I am of mined Ger-
man and Zathonian descent I was registered as a w .:oreign German' and let alone.
I did not work in any German office, etc. As I was asked by the Russian burp-
master to lecture on ethnological subjects fox the population I bald several
lectures on the history of the Caucasus, JU the Cancesier tribes, and especially
on the Earachais (a Turkic tribe). Latar a tribe calledi the Mountain Jews'
were molested by the Germans. I explelned to the latter that they were of
Iranian ("Arian") origin but not a SeAltic tribe. This preserved them from
troubles.

In December 1942 I was deportea to Germany and left the Russian soil
(Ukraiaa) in April 1943. I arrived in Berlin in May 1943 and from June 1943
till August 1943 worked at the wifannsee Institute (a research centre on Rus-
sia). From August 1943 I vorimd at the Ost-Asien Institute and lectured at
the Berlin University. In April 1943 Germany collapsed and since that time I
have not worked at all.

All statements made in paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7 can be proved by
documents.

Nicholas N. Poppe
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" 4!;Z:ary education under private tutor in China. Attended Protestant Reformed
Church School at Petersburg, Russia, from 1908 to 1916.

116-17 'Served as a sue private in the Russian Army.
1917-21 Matriculated at University of Petersburg, majoring in BotanOe and Physics,

with a minnr in Oricntal Languages.
1921 . Instructor in Geograpl,y44-Merbh-Asia and Ethnology of North Asia at the

Geographical Institute, Petersburg.
1922	 Instructor in longol la44ja$ges at New Institute of Oriental Lan,Ages,

Petersburg.	
a 11.

1923	 Apoointed Scientific Collmborator of the Asiatic Museum of Academy of Science,
Petersburg Univ. under the Dept. of Mongolian Books and Manuscripts::

1925	 Aseq. professor of Mongolian and Finnish languages and Lit., University of
Leningrad.

1928	 Appointed full professor at Univ. of Leningrad and at Institute of Oriental
Languages.

1931 	 Chairman of the longolian Dept. of Institutute of Oriental Languages.
Manager of longglian Dept. at the Academy of Science.

1933	 Received degree of Doctor of Philology from Academy of Sciences and made
member of Academy of Sosience.

1933-41 Continued work with the Academy of Science, the Uhiversity of Leningrad,
and the Institute of Oriental Languages until the entry of the USSR into
World ler Two. During this time, he bads the following tripe in connection
with his work:

1926-41 lectAtrled one month of each year at Burial Oka ULANUDI to the
Buriat Mongolians in Riberia on the Mongolian language.

1930-37 Visited Moscow twice a month to teach at the Communist University
of the Working People of the last-commonlyknown agStalin University.

1930.-31 Lectured at Crimea University at Simferopol on Turkish languages.
1941-42 Lectured on Kalmyk language at University of Blista, Kalmnk region Warted

as a reporter, writing historical articles on the Kalmuk region, stildninoc
for a Communist Party' sponsored newspaper.

19424Uly Lectured on Russian and Turkish languages at Univ. at Nikoyen-Shakher, in
the Ural:bay Region in the Caucasus. When this area was overrun by the Ger
mans, the nattves destroyed all w e t buildings, schools and documents in
an effort to rid tie area of all Russian inflnenoe.

1942-Aug. Moved to Kislovodrk, in the Caucasus and lectured to German soldiers In-1'1sta -
ly for his subsistence. Lectures mainly consisted of language instructions.

1943-45 Accompanied German army to Berlin. Lectured on Oriental languages at Univ.
of Berlin under a Prof. DONATR. las later transferred to the IVANNSEE Insti-
tute, an inatituee specialising in Russian studies,Cand under control of
the German Counter Intelligence servicerprt When Institute was removed to Aus-
tria, joined the East Asia Institute i erlin, under Prof. Donath. lig
After surrender of Germany, mowed to Dyads, Westphalia, inBritish Zone.

1946-49 WfilkiliAth$14001?intelligenoias an instructoratBritia-SWt6OLOVri-
-	 .firg.Dgfimers. Was contacted by American officials and promised

isy umt 	 ' can Zone. Arrived in this country y, 1949. (Present:1;Y

ln	 has the'

illi‘:: 

tt°11. following language qualifications:
a. Fluent in Russian, German, EnglisFrench, Finnish, Mongolian,

Burial:dialect and Latin.
b. Very good in Turkish, Manchurian, Tibetan, Tartar dialect, and

Ilstek dialect.
c. Slight knowledge of Chinese, Arabic, Persian, Swedish and Italian.
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Additional Background informations

1. Source states that he has traveled extensively in the following regions of the
0 USSIII

a, Eastern Siberia, in the IRKUTSK region.
b. Mongolia
c. Passion Central Asia, between Leningrad and smaracm.
d. Mongolian border to Outer Mongolia, between BLUR AND MHABASUMB.
co. Area between Leningrad and Buriat Mongolia-extensive exploration of the

SCAM Valle,.
f. Ural Nountaia Area.
g. Ulla* region in the Northern t Caucasus.

02.' Sour*. states that he is a speoiali t on the follwing areas:
a. Eastern Siberia	 . Tashkent
'eh Sinkiang	 6. Chita
o. Leningrall	 IN, Slaferol
d. Astiskhan	 ..a. Buriat Mongolia
S. Ulanude	 1. Manchuria
f. lialchik	 . Crises
g. Baku	 . Nalsuk
kt Mongolia	 . Saaarloand
I. Northern Caucasus	 Irkutsk
j. Moscow	 ^K Kialowodsk
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